
50  expat-parent.com expat-parent.com  51

Singapore fling
Kate Farr puts the “roar” into a family break in the Lion City

A
lthough beach holidays are always 
a big hit with kids, every now and 
then it’s nice to explore a city with 
the family in tow, and a recent 

trip with friends found us in Singapore. Our 
rationale for choosing this destination was 
simple – the Little Red Dot is one of the most 
child-friendly cities I’ve ever visited, but also 
has plenty to keep adults entertained, making 
this an easy escape with a family focus.

Arriving at Changi – which, with its 
multiple play areas, butterfly park and rooftop 
pool, sets the kid-friendly tone of the entire 
city – we hopped in a taxi to our home for the 
duration of the trip. We were lucky enough 
to be staying at The Hideaways Club’s 
beautiful Singapore apartment, situated 
right in the heart of the city at Robertson 
Quay. The three-bedroomed apartment was 
fully kitted out for visiting families, including 
Lego, storybooks and, just for the mums, a 
nicely chilled bottle of champagne on arrival. 
Tearing the kids away from the huge on-site 
pool and kids playground was a challenge, 

A huge - and free - 
water play area was 

the highlight of the visit.

but soon enough our stomachs were 
rumbling and so it was time to grab dinner 
nearby.

Just a short stroll from our 
accommodation, Robertson Quay is 
packed full of great dining options for those 
travelling as a family. That evening, we 
opted to hit up Super Loco, a buzzy Mexican 
restaurant situated right on the quayside. 
The kids absolutely loved their quesadillas, 
while the parents lingered over a few well-
earned frozen margaritas to celebrate a day 
well done.  

The next morning we decided on a 
full day of adventuring, and so needed 
a good breakfast to fuel our exploration. 
Having stayed in the Robertson Quay area 
previously, we already know and love Kith 
Café, with its great coffee, brightly coloured 
toy animals and outdoor play area, making it 
a great spot to linger over your bagel while 
the kids make new friends.

Refuelled and ready to go, we decided to 
begin at Gardens By The Bay, Singapore’s 
101-hectare city centre nature park. Hitting 
the park early, we wandered along, taking 
in the Flower Dome and the spectacular 
Supertree Grove. These vast vertical 
gardens are amazing enough by day, but 
you should ideally try to catch them at night 
for a fabulous free light and sound show 
– returning the following evening we were 
treated to a medley of sci-fi theme tunes, 
which were right up our kids’ street!

However, our daytime wandering brought 
us to what we all agreed was the highlight 
of the visit – The Far East Organization 
Children’s Garden. This huge water play 

Kate Farr and son Alex soak up the sights
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area is packed with fountains, sprinklers 
and water cannons, and was the perfect 
spot to cool off from Singapore’s seemingly 
relentless heat. There are clean changing 
facilities, ample seating for parents, and a 
nearby café for snacks and drinks, making 
for the perfect half-day’s entertainment for 
kids with energy to spare. Best of all, the 
water play is completely free of charge, so 
definitely pack a change of clothes and take 
your time.

But with bellies rumbling once again, 
it was time to drag our reluctant kids away 
and head for lunch. Just a short walk from 
the Children’s Garden is Satay By The Bay, 
a nearby open-air hawker centre selling 
authentic Malay, Indian and Chinese food. 
Our mixed satay sticks went down well – 

so much so that we had to order a 
second portion, and the kids were 

absolutely fascinated watching 
their lunch being cooked 

over an open charcoal 
grill.Stuffed with satay, 

we walked off lunch with 
a leisurely stroll out of the 

Gardens and over the Helix 
Bridge – a very cool structure 

modelled on DNA strands – and on to the 
Singapore Flyer. This 165m-tall observation 
wheel is one of the best ways to view the 
city, and thankfully by this point, well air-
conditioned too! A full rotation takes around 
30 minutes and gives you spectacular views 
(and plenty of selfie opportunities!) as far 
as Singapore’s neighbours, Malaysia and 
Indonesia.

After all that high-flying, we decided 
to stay on-theme and head back over the 
bridge to the Marina Bay Sands shopping 
complex, and the DC Comics Superheroes 
Café. Menus here are comic-themed, and 
you’ll eat surrounded by memorabilia and 
life-size models of Superman, Wonder 
Woman and Batman, amongst others, which 
was obviously of great excitement to my 
superhero-obsessed boy. Top tip – try the 
rainbow cake for a guaranteed “wow” from 
even the hardest-to-impress tween.

That evening, we took a taxi out to the 
Night Safari – one of Singapore’s most 
famous family attractions. The world’s first 
nocturnal zoo enables you to get up close 
and personal with a vast array of animals in 
enclosures that have been carefully designed 
to replicate their natural habitats. You can 

choose to walk the safari park, however as 
little legs were tiring, we took the Tram Safari, 
allowing us to hop on and off at key stages, 
while also learning more about the incredible 
wildlife – including tigers, leopards, hyenas 
and lions – courtesy of our expert guide. The 
park is open from 7.30pm to midnight every 
day, and if your kids are up for a late night, 
I’d highly recommend this.

The next morning, we headed back to 
Changi tired but happy after our whistle-stop 
visit and already planning our next visit to this 
most family-friendly of Asian cities.

Stay
The Hideaways Club
Various locations worldwide.
thehideawaysclub.com

Eat
Kith Café
7 Rodyk Street, Robertson Quay,  
Singapore 238215.
Tel: +65 6341 9407  
E: enquiry@kith.com.sg, kith.com.sg
 
Super Loco
The Quayside, 60 Robertson Quay,  
Singapore 238252.
Tel: +65 6235 8900  
E: hola@super-loco.com, super-loco.com

Satay By The Bay
18 Marina Gardens Drive, Singapore 018953.
Tel: +65 6538 9956
sataybythebay.com.sg
 
DC Comics Superheroes Cafe
Level 1, The Shoppes at Marina Bay Sands,  
2 Bayfront Avenue, Singapore 018972.
Tel: +65 6688 7610   
E: reservation@kusto.com.sg
facebook.com/DCSHCafe
 
See and Do
Gardens By The Bay
18 Marina Gardens Drive, Singapore 018953.
Tel: +65 6420 6848  
E: feedback@gardensbythebay.com.sg
gardensbythebay.com.sg
 
Singapore Flyer
30 Raffles Avenue, Singapore 039803.
Tel: +65 6333 3311
singaporeflyer.com
 
Singapore Night Safari
80 Mandai Lake Road, Singapore 729826.
Tel: +65 6269 3411  
E: enquiry@wrs.com.sg, nightsafari.com.sg 

The Hideaways Club at Robertson Quay

The DC Comics Superheroes Cafe was a big hit
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